
The proposed project would authorize a Type 20 alcohol license for off-site beer and wine sales at a 
new 2,931 sq. ft. 7-Eleven convenience store located within a new 2.88 acre shopping center in the 
C-1 (Restricted Business) Zone.  The project site is located at 1401 Valinda Avenue in the 
unincorporated community of Valinda.  The store will be open 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
and alcohol sales will be prohibited between 2:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. consistent with California state 
law.  The store will be required to participate in the LEAD (Licensee Education on Alcohol and 
Drugs) Program that provides training to all employees who are involved in alcohol sales.  The 
project qualifies as a Categorical Exemption (Class 3 – New Construction or Conversion of Small 
Structures) under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the County environmental 
guidelines.

The project was approved by the Regional Planning Commission (RPC) on September 18, 2013.  
The approval is being appealed by Mr. Luis A. Torres.

SUBJECT

February 25, 2014

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

PROJECT R2013-01249-(1)
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 201300068

APPLICANT:  7-ELEVEN, INC.
PUENTE  ZONED DISTRICT

(FIRST SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT) (3-VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD AFTER THE PUBLIC HEARING,



PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The project is compatible with the surrounding area.  The project is located within a new shopping 
center and is surrounded by a shopping center to the north, multi-family and single-family residences 
to the south, a gas station, church, commercial uses and single-family residences to the east, and 
commercial uses and single-family residences to the west.  The project site is sufficiently buffered 
from the residential areas by adjacent commercial developments, block walls, and streets.

Although the project site is located in an area with an undue concentration of alcoholic beverage 
licenses as defined by the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control, the sale of beer and 
wine for off-site consumption at the convenience store would serve as a public convenience and 
necessity to the surrounding community by providing products and services that are consistent with 
other markets in the area and would ensure that the convenience store remains competitive with 
neighboring businesses.  In accordance with the County Code, the shelf space devoted to alcoholic 
beverages shall be limited to no more than five percent of the total shelf space in the store.

The proposed sale of alcoholic beverages for off-site consumption on the subject property is 
consistent with the goals and policies set forth in the Countywide General Plan and the site’s current 
zoning designation as it promotes commercial activity in the neighborhood and provides 
convenience goods and services.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The proposed project would help implement the County’s Strategic Plan goal of increasing the well-
being of County residents.  The facility would provide services to the local residents and add to the 
commercial diversity of the area.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

Implementation of the proposed conditional use permit should not result in any new significant costs 
to the County or to the Department of Regional Planning as the proposed project is a private 
development.  Operating costs will be borne by the applicant.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

RPC conducted a duly noticed public hearing at its regularly scheduled meeting of September 18, 
2013.  Two speakers, the applicant’s representatives, testified in favor of the project, and thirteen 
speakers, including the appellant, testified in opposition.  The opposition was composed of local 
residents, business owners, property owners, and a nearby church pastor.  The opposition 
contended that the project would hurt local businesses, increase crime in the neighborhood, and 
increase the number of public intoxication and drunk driver incidents.  RPC subsequently voted 4-0 
(1 absent) to approve Conditional Use Permit No. 201300068.

Pursuant to subsection A of Section 22.60.230 of the County Code, Luis A. Torres appealed RPC’s 
approval to the Board of Supervisors on October 1, 2013.  A public hearing on the appeal is required 

1.  Find that the project is categorically exempt pursuant to state and local CEQA guidelines.
2.  Deny the appeal and instruct County Counsel to prepare the necessary findings to affirm the 
RPC’s approval of Conditional Use Permit No. 201300068.
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pursuant to Section 22.60.240 of the County Code and Sections 65335 and 65856 of the 
Government Code.  Notice of the hearing by the Board of Supervisors must be given pursuant to the 
procedures set forth in Section 22.60.174 of the County Code.  These procedures exceed the 
minimum standards of Government Code Sections 6061, 65090, 65355, and 65856 relating to notice 
of public hearing.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

The project qualifies for a Categorical Exemption (Class 3 Exemption – New Construction or 
Conversion of Small Structures) under the CEQA and the County environmental guidelines.  The 
construction of a new shopping center with a new convenience store in an urbanized area and the 
selling of alcoholic beverages for off-site consumption will not cause any significant environmental 
impacts.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Action on the proposed conditional use permit is not anticipated to have a negative impact on current 
services.

For further information, please contact Steve Mar at (213) 974-6435 or smar@planning.lacounty.gov. 
 We are open Monday through Thursday from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. We are closed on Fridays.
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RICHARD J. BRUCKNER

Director

Enclosures

c: Executive Office, Board of Supervisors
Assessor 
Chief Executive Office
County Counsel
Public Works

Respectfully submitted,
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